Dear Fifth Grade Families,
	Our first Flex Your Brain assignment focuses on bridges.  

Students completed steps one through five before beginning their research.
1. Topic – List your topic.
2. What I already know - Write five to seven sentences about what you already know about the topic.
3. Ask a question	- Write five to seven questions about the topic.
4. Guess an answer - Guess answers to the questions you asked in the previous step.
5. How sure am I? 	-  Rate each answer on a scale of one to five.

After completing the above steps, they were asked to find three to five resources about their topic.  They were encouraged to use both books and websites as resources for their research. How can I find out?  - List all of your resources here.

6. How can I find out: List your sources and provide resource information: title, author, publication place and date, and/or website address and site owner or author.
7. Explore! - As you research your topic, take notes in your own words and type them up in the Explore section.  Number your notes to match your resource list.  This section should be at least one page in length when typed.  

After they have finished researching their topic, we will answer the following questions.  

8. Do I think differently? 	This answer needs to be two or three sentences in length.
9. What do I know now? 	This answer needs to be one or two complete paragraphs in length.  

Once we have completed our rough draft of each section in our notebooks, the students will be asked to bring it home to type.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The completed assignment will be graded using the following rubric. A due date has not yet been assigned.
 

1. Topic 			____________________________	1 point
2. What I already know	 ____________________________	2 points
3. Ask a question (5-7) 	____________________________	2 points
4. Guess an answer (5-7)	 ____________________________	2 points
5. How sure am I?		 ____________________________	1 point
6. How can I find out? (5 steps)	______________________	2 points
7. Explore! 		_____________________________	5 points
8. Do I think differently? 	 _____________________________	1 point
9. What do I know now? (1 paragraph minimum)     ________	2 points

Please let me know any questions you may have as you work.  Warmly, 
Mrs. Juetten
